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Conductor’s Note
What can be said about Christmas that hasn’t been said before? Every aspect of  

Christmas has been thoroughly explored through music, film, prose, poetry, art, and 
commercial enterprises. Whether you are looking through a religious lens (While Shepherds 
Watch Their Flocks by Night), a secular lens (Sleigh Ride), or something perhaps in-between 
(We Wish you a Merry Christmas), Christmas music has something for everyone.

The amazing thing about Christmas, though, is that it feels new every year. Each time the 
first snow falls, it’s magic! When the tree goes up, the home is transformed! The eyes and 
hearts of  children around the world shimmer in expectation of  Christmas morning!

What is it that makes this annual tradition seem new every year in a way that other 
holidays don’t? I think it is because of  how Christmas began. Long ago, in a humble stable, 
something new came into the world that changed the shape of  history forever. The birth 
of  Jesus in Bethlehem marked the beginning of  a new era, one that we celebrate each 
December 25.

Though there is nothing new to say, there are new things to feel each Christmas season. 
Why? Because Jesus still lives and is still changing the world. His good news is still spreading 
through the world and touching lives in new ways every day.

Take time this Christmas season, and as you listen tonight, to pay attention to what is new 
inside of  you. Let the old become new again as we celebrate the Blessings in Bethlehem.

Steve Danielson
Ensign Symphony & Chorus Conductor

       facebook.com/SeattleEnsign            @SeattleEnsign          instagram.com/SeattleEnsign          SeattleEnsign.org
FOLLOW US ON:
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PROGRAM
WELCOME & INVOCATION

JOY TO THE WORLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: LEROY ROBERTSON

BOGORODITSE DEVO (FROM ALL-NIGHT VIGIL) . . . . . . . . . . . . . SERGEI RACHMANINOFF

GLORY TO GOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WILLIAM WHITE
Soloist: Dominique Quong

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: MACK WILBERG
Soloist: Chantelle Oppie

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: GRANT COCHRAN
Soloist: Janelle Dudley

A CANADIAN BRASS CHRISTMAS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: LUTHER HENDERSON 	
									                Orchestrated: CALVIN CUSTER

CHRISTMAS JOY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: REGINALD UNTERSEHER

INTERMISSION

CONCERT SUITE FROM THE POLAR EXPRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: JERRY BRUBAKER

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MORTEN LAURIDSEN

World Premiere
GOD IS WITH US. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . STEPHEN WEATHERFORD

Soloist: Amy Weatherford

CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE RINGING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: MARK HAYES

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT . . . . . . . . Arr: DAN FORREST
Soloist: Kevin DeFord

SHEPHERDS PIPE CAROL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JOHN RUTTER

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: DAN FORREST

To view all song lyrics visit seattleensign.org/program or link with the QR Code.

Our next concert is "Rise Into Spring" on March 31, 2023. 
Please see the back cover for details.
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DR. STEVE DANIELSON
Ensign Symphony & Chorus Conductor

Dr. Steve Danielson has been conducting the Ensign Symphony & Chorus since 2018.  
He spent 11 years directing choirs and musical theater at Germantown High School in 
Germantown, Tennessee, and currently conducts choirs at Jefferson Middle School in 
Olympia. Steve earned a B.A. in Voice from Brigham Young University, a M.M. in Choral 
Conducting from the University of  Memphis, and, in 2019, he completed a Doctorate in 
Choral Conducting at the University of  Washington under the mentorship of  Dr. Geoffrey 
Boers and Dr. Giselle Wyers. His research areas include Slovak choral music, improvisation in 
the choral classroom, and choral folk music. His dissertation is entitled A Heritage of  Songs: 
The Folk Songs Collection of  Carrie Grover. 

In addition to directing choirs, Steve also works as a musical director for high school, 
community, and children’s theaters and has won an award for Outstanding Musical Direction 
in 2010. He is an active vocalist, conductor, and composer and holds membership in ASCAP, 
ACDA, and NAfME. His compositions have been performed by church, high school, middle 
school, and college choirs around the country and abroad. For more information about his 
conducting pursuits as well as his compositions, visit his website at SDCompose.com. 

To hear Moveable Do, the podcast where Steve interviews composers about their lives and 
works, visit SDCompose.com/moveabledo. Steve and his wife, Angi, host a new podcast 
called Knowing Hymn about the hymns of  the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints. 
Steve and Angi have seven children and currently reside in Lacey.

Ensign’s Conductors

NATHAN RØDAHL
Ensign Symphony Conductor

Nathan Rødahl is a rising star in orchestral pedagogy and education. He is presently director 
of  orchestras at Port Angeles High School, one of  the largest and most prestigious programs 
in the state, and serves as president of  the North Olympic Music Educators. Nathan’s 
conducting credits include: the Olympia Chamber Orchestra, the Student Orchestras of  
Greater Olympia, and the Plateau Community Orchestra (a position he earned at the age of  
17). Nathan has several competitive titles, most notably through the University of  Oregon 
International Conducting Competition where he was selected for extended study and 
performance under the tutelage of  Neil Varon (of  the Eastman School of  Music). 

Nathan earned degrees in orchestral and choral pedagogy at Pacific Lutheran University 
and counts among his primary mentors: Drs. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson, Edwin Powell, Richard 
Nance, Nikolas Caoile, David Jacobs, and Neil Varon. He has been Concertmaster for 
Ensign Symphony & Chorus for the past five years. Nathan lives in Port Angeles with his 
wife Samantha, and maintains an active performing career as a violinist, in addition to his 
numerous educational and conducting obligations.

http://SDCompose.com
https://www.sdcompose.com/moveabledo
https://knowinghymn.weebly.com/
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Ensign Symphony & Chorus
CHORUS

SYMPHONY

SOPRANO
Rachel Alldredge
Amanda Barkley

Miryam Christensen
Laura Day

Elizabeth Dudley
Jeni Hawkes

Lynne Hennessey
Patty Lee

Sarah Loveless*
Jennifer Maner
Imani Miller

Jerica Nicholls
Chantelle Oppie

Melissa Peterson#
Dominique Quong

Maggie Reno
Diana Schill

Stephanie Shipley
Renée Smart
Lynn Watkins

Amy Weatherford

ALTO
Keiko Agate

Kim Blackner
Anne Christiansen
Kimberly Church#

Sharla Dance
Wendy Davis

Nancy del Plain
Janelle Dudley
Debi Fairbanks

Christine Gifford
Becky Johnson
Sheila Madsen

Bridgette Pierce
Charlotte Reese*

Suzie Reese
Mallory Rigby

Alisa Tilley
Elaine Tsang

TENOR
Brian Armstrong
Karen Barkley#
David Blackham

Angela Cox
Joe Johnson*
Michael King
Greg Miller
Darrel Perry

Garrison Ulrich

BASS
Dave Alldredge

Carl Day
Kevin DeFord
Lee Donnahoo

Joseph Gee
Chris Hall

Niklas Halladay
Peter Henderson#

Bryon Perry
Steve Snow

Zachary Turner

VIOLIN  1
Alyssa Hudon†
Natalie Bateman
Sheila Bateman
Dennis Haack
Gwen Hanson
Colin Farrell

VIOLIN  2
Brittany Willey*
Melanie Barber

Katen Pak
Jessica Arnold

Colin Hetherington
Moira Farrell

PIANO
Stephen Weatherford

 VIOLA
Kirk Price*
Laura Haack
Mary Jarvis
Gwen Leino
Brian Lew

Myrl Venter
Fiona Crumrine

CELLO
Tania Halladay *

Morvin Balmidiano
Elisabeth Kirsten

Juha Niemisto
Susn Alexander Payne

BASS
Anthony Willey*

Paul Nelson

HARP
Julie Hughes*

FLUTE
Kimberly Bell*
Lindy Castillo

PICCOLO/3rd FLUTE
Danielle Knight

OBOE
Marissa Dallaire*

Lora Duncan

CLARINET 
Leslie Wilson*
Karin Moses

BASSOON 
Shannon Nelson*

Titan Rodick

FRENCH HORN 
Erin Shumate*
Kerri Bridges
William Porter
Oleg Glouts

TRUMPET  
Zach Estiva*
Todd Gugler

Tom Schweiger

TROMBONE 
John Ochsenreiter*

Dan Lewis

BASS TROMBONE
LaMont Lee

TUBA
Václav Novák*

PERCUSSION
Nathan Davis

Garrett Rolfson
Hannah Rolfson

Ryan Fox

TIMPANI
Tyler Bateman*

†Concertmaster, **Assistant Concertmaster, *Section Leader/Principal, #Section Secretary



7

Deck the Hall

Audience join on 
"Fa la la la la, La la la la!" 

Jingle Bells

Audience join on
"Oh, Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way!

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh.
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way!

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh."

Here we come a-wassailing

Audience join on
"Love and joy come to you, 
and to you your wassail too,

and God bless you and send you a happy New Year,
and God send you a happy New Year!"

We wish you a merry Christmas

Audience join for the full song

Chorus:
"We wish you a merry Christmas,
we wish you a merry Christmas,
we wish you a merry Christmas,

and a Happy New Year!

Repeat Chorus

Good tidings we bring to you and your kin,
Good tidings for Christmas and a happy New Year!

Now bring us some figgy pudding,
now bring us some figgy pudding,

now bring us some figgy pudding, and bring it right 
here!

We won't go until we get some,
we won't go until we get some,

we won't go until we get some, so bring it out here!

Good tidings we bring to you and your kin,
Good tidings for Christmas and a happy New Year!

Repeat Chorus

CHRISTMAS JOY
Arranged by Reginald Unterseher
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Angi and Steve Danielson discuss 
the hymns of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints and 
share their feelings, insights, and 
reflections about how each one 

brings us all closer to Jesus Christ.

KNOWINGHYMN.WEEBLY.COM
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ENSIGN SYMPHONY & CHORUS

SYMPHONY & CHORUS

Sheila Madsen – Chorus Recruiter 
Chris Hall – Rehearsal Venue Coordinator 

Joe Johnson – Chorus Music Librarian
Sarah Loveless – Chorus Recruiter 

Chantelle Oppie – Historian
Diana Schill – Chorus Recruiter 
Steve Snow – Chorus Recruiter

Stephen Weatherford – Rehearsal Pianist
Nathan Davis –Symphony Music Librarian

PRODUCTION

Christine Gifford – Wardrobe Coordinator
Peter Henderson – Seating Coordinator

Paula Church – Stage Decorations
Andy Pope – Production Consultant

Bill Manning – Production Consultant
Alex Billings – Production Consultant

 Chad Bridwell – Photographer 

Volunteers
COMMUNICATIONS

Lee Donahoo – Audio Specialist
Anne Christiansen – Email Campaigns

Sarah Loveless – Social Media
Maggie Reno – Web & Graphic Design
Jennifer Maner – Photography & Video
Lynn Watkins – Photography & Video

Leadership
PRESIDENCY

Anne Christiansen – President
Kim Blackner – Executive Secretary

Julie Hughes – VP of  Symphony
Renée Smart – VP of  Chorus 

Maggie Reno – VP of  Communications
Elaine Tsang – Director of  Volunteerism

Karen Barkley – Treasurer 
Rachel Alldredge – Treasurer

Wendy Bird – Bookkeeper

BOARD

Neal Christiansen – Board Chair
Chris Hall – Vice Chair

Sharla Dance
Brenda Boyd

Karen Jarvis – Secretary
Bryon Madsen

Richard Manwaring
Steve Plowman

Steve Danielson – Music Director
Nathan Rødahl – Symphony Director

Charlotte Reese  – Associate Chorus Director

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S 
CHOIRS PRESIDENCY

Sharla Dance – Music Director
Stephanie Shipley – Executive Assistant

Богородице дѣво, радѹйсѧ,
Благодатнаѧ Марїе,
Господь съ тобою:

благословена Ты въ женахъ,
и благословенъ плодъ чрева Твоегѡ;
якѡ Спаса родила еси дѹшъ нашихъ.

English Translation

Rejoice, O virgin mother of  God,
Mary full of  grace,

The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women,

and blessed is the fruit of  thy womb,
for thou hast borne the Saviour of  our souls.

BOGORODITSE DEVO
Sergei Rachmaninov
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SUPPORT THE ENSIGN EXPERIENCE

Your generous donation helps us reduce the price of  our tickets to extend the reach of  our uplifting music to those 
who otherwise couldn't afford it. Ensign Symphony & Chorus is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Ticket sales only cover a percentage of  the cost of  our concerts and guest artists. Donations are vital to our 
continued operation. Your contribution will help ensure that Ensign Symphony & Chorus can continue to bless and 
uplift audiences in the greater Puget Sound region through professional quality performances of  inspiring sacred 
and secular music. Join our Family of  Sponsors and help us continue the Ensign Experience.

FRIENDS OF ENSIGN
Friend $50

Contributing $100
Supporting $250
Sustaining $500

FOUNDER'S CIRCLE
Herald $1,000

Standard Bearer $2,500
Champion $5,000

CONDUCTOR'S CIRCLE
Bronze $10,000
Silver $15,000
Gold $25,000+

I WISH TO SUPPORT ENSIGN SYMPHONY & CHORUS!

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City _________________________ ST _______________ ZIP __________

Phone (______)______-_________

Email ________________________________________________________

    My employer with match my gift! Company:________________________ 

You can donate online at seattleensign.org/donate.
Or mail your contibution to: Seattle Ensign, PO Box 1307, Bellevue, WA 98009

I wish to contribute 

$________________________

    My check is enclosed.

    My gift is anonymous.
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Our Generous Donors
JOIN US IN THANKING ALL

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
BRONZE

Boeing
Microsoft

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE
CHAMPION

Tom & Debi Fairbanks

STANDARD BEARER
Enoch Sinclair 

Neal & Anne Christiansen 
Lee Donnahoo 

Chris & Shelley Hall 
Jeffrey Jones 
Michael King 
Joelle Slaugh

THE FOUNDERS’ HERALD
Shawn Kilpatrick 
Mark & Patty Lee 

American Crawlspace & Pest Services 
Darren Davis 

Raymond Fowkes 

FRIENDS OF ENSIGN
SUSTAINING FRIEND

Boeing Employees 
Todd Gugler 

Meridian Strings 
Scott & Lynn Watkins 

Eric & Stephanie Shipley 
Puget Sound Physicians 
David & Paula Church

SUPPORTING FRIEND
Michael Smith 

Joseph & Erin Gee 
Václav Novák 

Bob & Ingrid Fuhriman 
Brian Skinner

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND
Kirk Price 

Kimberly Bell 
Darren Miller 

Trevor & Elaine Tsang 

Laurie Cannon 
Janeen Steele

FRIEND
John Tappen 

Laurie Cannon
Laura Day

DONATIONS IN KIND
Rob & Jacki Archibald 
Brenda & Lonnie Boyd 
Brett & Lara Buchmiller 

Rose Johnson 
Lee Donnahoo 

Joseph Gee 
Todd Gugler 

Peter Henderson 
Václav Novák 
Keppi Wood 

Katie Sander Smith 
Matt & Maggie Reno 

The Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day 
Saints

Your contributions make evenings like tonight possible. Thank you for your support! We are a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Below are ways you can help support Seattle Ensign:

Online: seattleensign.org/donate
PayPal: contributions@seattleensign.org
Amazon Smile: “Seattle Ensign”
Mail in checks to 
Seattle Ensign, 
PO Box, 1307 Bellevue, WA 98009
Ask your company about Employee Matching programs.



12


