


"Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: God is not 
dead, nor doth He sleep;" the words of  Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow ring with hope at this Christmas 
season.  

For centuries bells have been used to call people together 
to worship, to feast and to celebrate. Bells have been used 
at Christmas time as a symbol of  the angels heralding 
Christ's birth, as well as the sound of  the anticipated 
arrival of  a gift bearing sleigh! 

This Christmas we offer you music on a theme of  bells in 
hopes that it calls to you and inspires you to gather with 
loved ones to joyfully celebrate Christ's birth.

Thank you for joining us & Merry Christmas!

Kenneth Owen
Symphony & Chorus Conductor, Artistic Director
Ensign Symphony & Chorus

facebook.com/SeattleEnsign @SeattleEnsign 

instagram.com/SeattleEnsign SeattleEnsign.org

Follow Us On:

Conductor’s Note



Kenneth Owen
Ensign Symphony & Chorus Conductor, Artistic Director

Dr. Kenneth Owen is the chair of  the music, art, and 
philosophy departments at Pierce College Puyallup and is 
on the Music Faculty. Ken directs the choirs at Pierce 
College and teaches music theory, music appreciation, and 
world music courses as well as piano and voice lessons. 
Under Ken’s direction, the Chamber Choir at Pierce 
College received the American prize in choral performance 
for colleges and Universities in its division. Ken received a 
Bachelor of  Music degree in piano performance and 
pedagogy from the University of  Utah. 

Ken went on to study conducting with Dr. Ronald Staheli and to work with the 
renowned choirs at Brigham Young University. There he received a Master of  Music 
degree in Choral conducting and also studied orchestral conducting. While at BYU, 
Ken sang with the BYU Singers and sang on their best-selling album "Eric Whitacre, 
the complete a cappella works 1991-2001.  At Arizona State University, Ken received 
his Doctorate of  Musical Arts degree in choral conducting and also studied 
orchestral conducting.

Nathan Rødahl is a rising star in orchestral pedagogy and 
education. He is presently director of  orchestras at Port 
Angeles High School, one of  the largest and most 
prestigious programs in the state, and serves as president 
of  the North Olympic Music Educators. Nathan's 
conducting credits include: Ensign Symphony & Chorus, 
the Olympia Chamber Orchestra, the Student Orchestras 
of  Greater Olympia, and the Plateau Community 
Orchestra (a position he earned at the age of  17). 

Nathan has several competitive titles, most notably through the University of  
Oregon International Conducting Competition where he was selected for extended 
study and performance under the tutelage of  Neil Varon (of  the Eastman School of  
Music).

Nathan earned degrees in orchestral and choral pedagogy at Pacific Lutheran 
University and counts among his primary mentors: Drs. Jeffery Bell-Hanson, Edwin 
Powell, Richard Nance, Nikolas Caoile, David Jacobs and Neil Varon.

Nathan Rødahl
Guest Ensign Symphony Conductor



Ensign Symphony & Chorus is pleased to welcome                             
The Daffodil Valley Ringers Bell Choir                      

Daffodil Valley Ringers (DVR), directed by Dr. Suna Chung, is a 
community handbell choir founded in 2015 by our late dear friend, Pat 
Vincent, as part of  Puyallup United Methodist Church’s outreach 
program.  DVR is comprised of  advanced ringers from different home 
handbell choirs from Seattle and across the South Sound and has 
performed several concerts in collaboration with the Tapestry Singers. 

The Ringers have also performed in many community events at venues 
such as the Puyallup Public Library, the Lakewood Arts Festival, and 
the Puyallup Community Christmas Concerts held at the Puyallup 
South Stake Center.  In April 2024,  DVR performed the world premier 
of  “A Joyful Life”, by Ron Mallory, a work commissioned by the group 
in loving memory of  Pat Vincent.  

The ensemble is proud to have been invited to participate in this 
installment of  Ensign‘s 2024-25 concert series and extend our heartfelt 
wishes for a Christ-filled holiday season for all. 

RINGERS

Daffodil Valley Ringers 
Bell Choir

Tina Parrish
Kitty Peacock

Janet Rehwinkel
Amy Wertz

John Wascher
Betty Chamberlain

Char Brummett
Lisa Danforth-Lewis

Brian Garrett
Barbara Howard

Anna Kwon
Elaine Marston





Program
~ WELCOME & INVOCATION ~

Narrator: Luke Bailey

Ding! Dong! Merrily on High ………………. arr. by Howard Helvey
Featuring: Daffodil Valley Ringers & John Roeder on Piano

Christmas Fantasy for Organ and Brass …………arr. by Joel Raney
Featuring: John Jorgensen on Organ

Dublin Bells Carol …………………………………David Mooney

Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel ………………….arr. by Alan Lohr

Pasko Na Naman ……………………….arr. by George Hernandez
Featuring: Daffodil Valley Ringers

Breath of  Heaven ………………………….…arr. by Sandra Eithun
Featuring: Daffodil Valley Ringers

Caroling, Caroling ………………………………………Alfred Burt

In Dulci Jubilo ……………..………………..Johann Sebastian Bach
Featuring: John Jorgensen on Organ

Peace, Peace ………………………..……………..arr. by Fred Bock

Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day ………………..John Gardner

~ INTERMISSION ~

I Saw Three Ships ……………………………..arr. by Mack Wilberg
Featuring: Daffodil Valley Ringers

Do You Hear What I Hear?…………………..arr. by Harry Simeone



Program
I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day…arr. by Stephen Weatherford

World Premier Performance
Featuring: Luke Bailey

Carol of  the Bells ………………………..arr. by Barlow Bradford

March from Nutcracker …………………Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Sleigh Ride …………………….…………………Leroy Anderson

Winter Wonderland of  Snow…………………..arr. by Mark Hayes
Featuring: Luke Bailey

Silver Bells ………………………………….…arr. by Mark Hayes
Featuring: Luke Bailey

Jingle Bells……………………….arr. by Kay Thompson & Johnny  

          Mandel, choral arrangement by Mark Hayes
Featuring: Luke Bailey

Thank you & Merry Christmas!

Join Us!
Chorus auditions will be held Feb 20, 2025 6:00 pm

4001 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040



SOPRANO
Kristina Anderson
Rachel Alldredge
Amanda Barkley
Trinity Beji
Miryam Christensen
Jeni Hawkes
Lynne Hennessey
Rachael Larsen

ALTO
Dunia Alrabadi
Alayne Baurett
Juliann Betenson
Kim Blackham
Anne Bryan
Anne Christiansen
Kim Church#
Sharla Dance*
Wendy Davis

TENOR
Karen Barkley #
David Blackham
Angela Cox
Loren Erickson
Joshua Gates*
Drennon Gregory

BASS
Dave Alldredge 
Mark Calkins
Carl Day
Lee Donnahoo
Patrick Donnahoo

Ensign Chorus

* Section Leader    #Section Secretary

Patty Lee
Sarah Loveless *
Jennifer Maner
Imani Miller
Chantelle Oppie
Melissa Peterson#
Dominique Quong
Sarah Ricks

Laura Day
Nancy del Plain
Janelle Dudley
Debi Fairbanks
Christine Gifford
Ashleigh Green
Sarah Harris
Becky Johnson
Sheila Madsen

Farouq Halawa
Howard Horne
Joe Johnson
Remy Jones
Michael King
Stephen Markham

Chris Hall
Niklas Halladay
Nathan Hawkes
Peter Henderson#
Shayne Holmes*

Rachel Shaw
Stephanie Shipley
Renée Smart
Thuan Stevens
Bella Wang
Amy Weatherford
Faith Wegrowski

Heidi Oliphant
Bridgette Pierce
RuthAnn Shannon
Alexandra Shumway
Alisa Tilley
Elaine Tsang
Becca Young
Kathy Varga
Keppi Wood

Brian Morrow
Greg Miller
Darrel Perry
Matt Seymour
Garrison Ulrich

Gregory Keyes
Bryon Perry
Steve Snow
Daniel Wilcox



†Concertmaster, *Section Leader/Principal, #Section Secretary

VIOLIN  1
Sheila Bateman†
Dennis Haack

Kirk Price
Colin Hetherington

Moira Farrell
Alyssa Hudon

Suzanna Turpin

VIOLIN  2
Brittany Willey*

Sini-Tuulia Simmons
Sylvia Kemple

Corrine Drollette
Janet Larsen 

Tasha Reynolds
Juan Quiroga
Evan Turpin

PIANO
Stephen Weatherford*

John Roeder

ORGAN
John Jorgensen*

FLUTE
Kimberly Bell*
Lindy Castillo

Danielle Knight

PICCOLO
Danielle Knight*

VIOLA
Laura Haack*
Mary Jarvis

Katherine Hamlin
Juliane Büttner

CELLO
Tania Halladay*
Sharon Wong

Elisabeth Kirsten
Morven Balmidiano

Sein Baek
Juha Niemisto

Lynn Acconcia-Wei
Christopher Acconcia
Susan Alexander Payne

BASS
Anthony Willey *

Paul Nelson

HARP
Julie Hughes*

CLARINET
Leslie Wilson*
Karin Moses

BASSOON
Shannon Nelson *

Titan Rodick

OBOE
Marissa Dallaire*

Lora Duncan

FRENCH HORN
Erin Shumate *
Kerri Bridges
Julie Porter
Oleg Glouts

TRUMPET
Aaron Coe*
Todd Gugler

Tom Schweiger

TROMBONE
John Ochsenreiter *

James Schutt
LaMont Lee

TUBA
Václav Novák *

TIMPANI
Tyler Bateman

PERCUSSION
Nathan Davis

Matthew Walton
Jimmy Tang

Roger Glerum

ELECTRIC GUITAR/
BASE

Paul Nelson*

Ensign Symphony





Leadership

Scan Here for 
Digital Program

Open your Phone’s camera app 
and frame the QR code
A notification will appear
Select “Open Link”
Scroll down to see program

seattleensign.org/program

PRESIDENCY
Jennifer Maner - President

Julie Hughes - VP of  Symphony
Renée Smart - VP of  Chorus

Ashleigh Green - VP of  Communications
Laura Day - Director of  Development

Kim Blackner - Executive Secretary
Michael King - Treasurer

CONDUCTORS
Kenneth Owen - 

Chorus Conductor, Artistic Director
Tigran Arakelyan - 

Symphony Conductor

YOUTH 
Sharla Dance - Music Director

Stephanie Shipley - 
Executive Assistant

BOARD
Chris Hall - Chair

   Richard Manwaring - Vice Chair
Jim Jarvis - Financial Officer

Karen Jarvis - Secretary
Bryon Madsen
Steve Plowman

Anne Christiansen
Neal Christiansen

Sharla Dance 
Diana Blackham



Thank you to the Puget Sound 
Adventist Academy Choir

    For the festive music in the 
Grand Lobby!



Joe Johnson - Chorus Librarian

Katie Smith - Graphic Design

Martha Schoenfeld - Graphic Design

 Renée Smart - Website

Peter Henderson - Website

Ashleigh Green - Program

Sarah Ricks - Program Ads

Sarah Loveless - Social Media

Anne Christiansen - Social Media, 
Attendance Specialist, Email 

Campaigns

Lee Donnahoo - Audio Specialist

Jennifer Maner - Photography & 
Video

Chad Birdwell - Photography

Loren Erickson - Rehearsal Tracks

Chantelle Oppie - Rehearsal Tracks

Sheila Madsen - Audition Coordinator

Thuan Stevens - Chorus Recruiter

Kim Bell - Symphony Recruiter

Chris Hall - Rehearsal Venue 
Coordinator

Chantelle Oppie - Historian

Stephen Weatherford - Rehearsal Pianist

Imani Miller - Wardrobe Coordinator

Peter Henderson - Seating Coordinator

Paula Church - Stage Decorations

Andy Pope - Production Consultant

Bill Manning - Production Consultant

Bryon Perry - Fireside Coordinator

Shayne Holmes - Fireside Conductor

Ken Owens - Fireside Conductor

Jeni Hawkes - Special Musical Number 
Coordinator

Volunteers
A Sincere Thank You

To Our Volunteers
Your Efforts Make Ensign Possible



Join us in thanking all
Our Generous Donors

Conductor’s Circle
Boeing

Microsoft

Founder’s Circle

Friends of  Ensign

Donations in Kind

Sustaining Friend
Boeing Employees

Howard Horne
Eric & Stephanie Shipley
Puget Sound Physicians
Scott & Lynn Watkins

Meridian Strings
Darren Davis

Supporting Friend
Joseph & Erin Gee

Václav Novák

Friend
Gary Smart

Contributing Friend
Tim & Sally Duffy

Matt & Maggie Reno
Matthew Cook

Peter Henderson

Standard Bearer
Neal & Anne Christiansen

Chris & Shelley Hall
Jeffrey Jones
Michael King
Joelle Slaugh

Rob & Jackie Archibald
Brenda & Lonnie Boyd

Lee Donnahoo

Peter Henderson
Maggie Reno

The Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-
day Saints

The Founder's Herald
Shawn Kilpatrick
Mark & Patty Lee

American Crawlspace & Pest Services
Darren Davis

Raymond Fowles

SYMPHONY & CHORUS



Your contributions make evenings like tonight possible. Thank you for your 
support! We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Below are ways you can 
support Seattle Ensign.

Donate online: seattleensign.org/donate
PayPal: contributions@seattleensign.org
Or mail a check to: 
Seattle Ensign, 
PO Box 1307, Bellevue, WA 98009 

Ask your company about Employee Matching programs.

SHOP ENSIGN MERCH!

seattleensign.org/shop

Support the Ensign 
Experience

Conductor’s Circle

$10,000

Founder’s Circle

Champion $5,000
Standard Bearer 

$2,500
Herald $1,000

Friends of  Ensign

Sustaining $500
Supporting $250

Contributing $100
Friend $50




