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Conductor’s Note
   ¡Bienvenidos! Willkommen! Karibu! Vitajte! Добро пожаловать! Welcome! Whatever 
language you speak, whatever culture you embrace, we would like to welcome you back 
to Benaroya Hall to this evening’s performance by Ensign Symphony & Chorus. It is with 
feelings of  profound joy and deep gratitude that we can once again return to the stage and 
share music with the greater Seattle area. 
   We begin this season by acknowledging the hardships and losses of  the pandemic. Our 
organization was not without its trials; many, if  not all, were personally touched with tragedy 
during the past almost two years. We express our condolences to all those impacted by the 
effects of  the ongoing pandemic. 
   With that being said, as we begin a new season I feel it is important that we now turn 
our gaze forward. What is now possible? From our vantage point in October 2021, it’s 
impossible to know with certainty what the end of  the season will look like in June 2022. 
The world is still in flux from moment to moment. I am looking at the season with hope – 
that circumstances will continue to improve; that audiences will want to come back; and that 
fear will dissipate. Hope is what is driving me. Looking to the future and to its possibilities 
doesn’t negate what has happened in the past. Only by learning from the past can we truly 
move forward. 
   Author Curtis Tyrone Jones said, “Wise is the one who flavors the future with some salt 
from the past. Becoming dust is no threat to the phoenix born from the ash.” (Guru in the 
Glass) And so we begin our rise from the ashes. 
   Thank you for joining us for our first concert back. Thank you for being part of  our hope! 
Welcome back! Let’s move forward!

Steve Danielson
Ensign Symphony & Chorus Conductor

       facebook.com/SeattleEnsign            @SeattleEnsign          instagram.com/SeattleEnsign          SeattleEnsign.org
FOLLOW US ON:
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PROGRAM
WELCOME & INVOCATION

LET ZION IN HER BEAUTY RISE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: RANDALL KEMPTON
Orch: MICHAEL MERRILL

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: JOHN PAUL HAYWARD

HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: PAUL AITKEN
Soloists: Jared Loveless, Jennifer Maner

I LOVE THE LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: RONALD STAHELI

World Premiere
ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: STEPHEN WEATHERFORD

COME FOLLOW ME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: ROBERT P. MANOOKIN

JESUS, ONCE OF HUMBLE BIRTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arr: BARLOW BRADFORD

EIN FESTE BURG FROM CANTATA 80 (MVT. 1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH	
	

INTERMISSION

FINLANDIA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JEAN SIBELIUS

OCTOBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ERIC WHITACRE Arr: PAUL LAVENDER

SYMPHONY NO. 12
MVT. 3 - AURORA, MVT. 4 - DAWN OF HUMANITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH

LET EVERYTHING THAT HATH BREATH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JEFFERY L. AMES
Soloist: Imani Miller

JUBILATE DEO IN C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .BENJAMIN BRITTEN

LET NOTHING EVER GRIEVE THEE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JOHANNES BRAHMS

LET US ALL PRESS ON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr: RICHARD ELLIOTT

Tickets for our December Concert "Come and See" are available now! 
Please see the back cover for concert details.
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STEVE DANIELSON
Ensign Symphony & Chorus Conductor

Dr. Steve Danielson recently completed a Doctorate in Choral Conducting at the University 
of  Washington under the mentorship of  Dr. Geoffrey Boers and Dr. Giselle Wyers. His 
research areas include Slovak choral music, improvisation in the choral classroom, and choral 
folk music. His dissertation is entitled A Heritage of  Songs: The Folk Songs Collection of  
Carrie Grover. He earned his M.M. in Choral Conducting from the University of  Memphis in 
2005 and a B.A. in Voice from Brigham Young University in 2002. He spent 11 years directing 
choirs and musical theater at Germantown High School in Germantown, Tennessee, and 
currently conducts choirs at Jefferson Middle School in Olympia.

In addition to directing choirs, Steve also works as a musical director for high school, 
community, and children’s theaters and has won an award for Outstanding Musical Direction 
in 2010. He is an active vocalist, conductor, and composer and holds membership in ASCAP, 
ACDA, and NAfME. His compositions have been performed by church, high school, middle 
school, and college choirs around the country and abroad. For more information about his 
conducting pursuits as well as his compositions, visit his website at SDCompose.com. To hear 
Moveable Do, the podcast where Steve interviews composers about their lives and works, visit 
SDCompose.com/moveabledo.

He tries not to take himself  too seriously. Steve and his wife, Angi, have seven children and 
currently reside in Lacey.

Ensign’s Conductors

NATHAN RØDHAL
Ensign Symphony Conductor

Nathan Rødahl is a rising star in orchestral pedagogy and education. He is presently director 
of  orchestras at Port Angeles High School, one of  the largest and most prestigious programs 
in the state, and serves as president of  the North Olympic Music Educators. Nathan’s 
conducting credits include: the Olympia Chamber Orchestra, the Student Orchestras of  
Greater Olympia, and the Plateau Community Orchestra (a position he earned at the age of  
17). Nathan has several competitive titles, most notably through the University of  Oregon 
International Conducting Competition where he was selected for extended study and 
performance under the tutelage of  Neil Varon (of  the Eastman School of  Music). Nathan 
earned degrees in orchestral and choral pedagogy at Pacific Lutheran University and counts 
among his primary mentors: Drs. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson, Edwin Powell, Richard Nance, Nikolas 
Caoile, David Jacobs, and Neil Varon. He has been Concertmaster for Ensign Symphony 
& Chorus for the past five years. Nathan lives in Port Angeles with his wife Samantha, and 
maintains an active performing career as a violinist, in addition to his numerous educational 
and conducting obligations.
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Let Zion in her beauty rise;
Her light begins to shine.

Ere long her King will rend the skies,
Majestic and divine,

The gospel spreading thru the land,
A people to prepare

To meet the Lord and Enoch’s band
Triumphant in the air.

Ye heralds, sound the golden trump
To earth’s remotest bound.

Go spread the news from pole to pole
In all the nations round:

That Jesus in the clouds above,
With hosts of angels too,

Will soon appear, his Saints to save,
His enemies subdue.

Arise and sing, ye sons of men;
All praise and honor give.

Arise and sing to his great name,
Who died that we might live.

The Light of Light, God's torch of truth,
As beacon points the way

To endless glory, kingdoms great,
In realms of perfect day.

That glorious rest will then commence
Which prophets did foretell,

When Saints will reign with Christ on earth,
And in his presence dwell

A thousand years, oh, glorious day!
Dear Lord, prepare my heart

To stand with thee on Zion’s mount
And nevermore to part.

Oh that men would praise the Lord
for His goodness and His wonderful works

for He satisfies the longing soul
and He fills the hungry soul with goodness.

Give thanks to the Lord,
give thanks to the Lord,

for His mercy endureth forever.
Give thanks to the Lord,
give thanks to the Lord

for His mercy endureth forever.

Here I stand to praise You Lord
for Your goodness and Your wonderful works.

For You satisfy my longing heart
and You fill my hungry soul with goodness.

When the Lord comes to His bride,
the heav'ns explode with light.

The long wait ends, new life begins,
joys floodgates open wide.

The current's running strong,
the unity He's longed for

has finally come, the work is done.
So come now, they say come.

Come, give thanks to the Lord,
give thanks to the Lord,

for His mercy endureth forever.
You're the hope, You're the spark,

You're my light in the dark,
the Redeemer of Israel.

Messiah, Yeshua the Lion of Judah, 
Redeemer of Israel, be near us now we pray.

Messiah, Yeshua O hear us, forgive us.

Give thanks to the Lord, 
give thanks to the Lord,

for His mercy endureth forever.
Give thanks to the Lord,
give thanks to the Lord

for His mercy endureth forever. 

LET ZION IN HER 
BEAUTY RISE

Edward Partridge

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD
Lois Faber
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My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth's lamentation,

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.

No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.

It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?

What though my joys and comforts die?
I know my Savior liveth.

What though the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night he giveth.

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing!

All things are mine since I am his!
How can I keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?

HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?
Lyrics by Robert Lowry
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Ensign Symphony & Chorus
CHORUS

SYMPHONY

SOPRANO
Amanda Barkley

Miryam Christensen
Lynne Hennessey
Heather Johnson

Patty Lee
Sarah Loveless*
Jennifer Maner
Imani Miller

Melissa Peterson#
Dominique Quong

Maggie Reno
Joan Rogers
Diana Schill
Renée Smart

Stephanie Shipley
Kathleen Smith

Amy Weatherford

ALTO
Keiko Agate

Kim Blackner
Anne Christiansen

Kim Church#
Sharla Dance
Wendy Davis

Nancy Del Plain
Janelle Dudley
Debi Fairbanks

Christine Gifford
Sheila Madsen

Charlotte Reese*
Suzie Reese

Annika Riddle
Alisa Tilley

Elaine Tsang

TENOR
Karen Barkley#

Joe Johnson*
Michael King
Jared Loveless

Greg Miller
Darrel Perry

BASS
Dave Alldredge

Carl Day
Lee Donnahoo

Chris Hall
Peter Henderson#

Lee Hilton
Gregory Keyes

Bryon Perry
Steve Snow

VIOLIN  1
Colin Hetherington**

Dennis Haack
Sheila Bateman
Alyssa Hudon

VIOLIN  2
Brittany Willey*

Kat Pak
Amber Roskamp

Lily Richards
Eric Spradling

 
VIOLA

Kirk Price*
Laura Haack
Mary Jarvis

Grant Hanner
Terry Johnson

Brian Lew

CELLO
Tania Halladay *

Morven Balmidiano
Elisabeth Kirsten

Juha Niemisto
Kumiko Chiba
Natalie Adams

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Willey*

Paul Nelson

HARP
Julie Hughes*

ORGAN
John Jorgensen

PIANO
Stephen Weatherford

FLUTE
Kimberly Bell*
Lindy Castillo

Danielle Knight

OBOE
Briana Hurst*

Marissa Delaire
Lora Duncan

CLARINET 
Eliza Siracusan*

Leslie Wilson
Libby Sandusky

BASSOON 
Shannon Nelson*

Titan Roddick
Eric Spradling

HORN 
Sally Hadzimuhovic*

Kerri Bridges
Jennifer Adamson
Addison Kotulski

TRUMPET  
David Spangler*

Todd Gugler
Tom Schweiger

TROMBONE 
John Ochsenreiter*

Clay Emmel
James Schutt

TUBA
Václav Novák

PERCUSSION
Michael Lewis
Nathan Davis

TIMPANI
Adam Richards*

**Guest Concertmaster, *Section Leader/Principal, #Section Secretary
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I LOVE THE LORD
Poetic paraphrase of 2 Nephi 4 

by John Tanner

I love the Lord, in Him my soul delights.
Upon His word I ponder day and night.

He’s heard my cry, brought visions to my sleep,
And kept me safe o’er deserts and the deep.

He’s filled my heart with His consuming love,
And borne me high on wings of His great dove.

Yet oft I groan, “O wretched man am I.”
My flesh is weak and I’m encompassed by 

A world of sin, which holds me in its thrall,
If I give in and to temptations fall.

Then strength grows slack, I waste in sorrow’s vale;
My peace destroyed, my enemies prevail.

Awake my soul!  No longer droop in sin
Rejoice, my heart!  And let me praise again
The Lord my God, who is my rock and stay

To keep me strict upon His straight, plain way.
O let me shake at the first sight of sin

And thus escape my foes without and in.
I love the Lord.  In Him my soul delights.
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Leadership Team

ENSIGN SYMPHONY & CHORUS

CHORUS

Sheila Madsen – Chorus Recruiter 
Chris Hall – Rehearsal Venue Coordinator 

Joe Johnson – Music Librarian
Sarah Loveless – Chorus Recruiter 

Chantelle Oppie – Historian
Diana Schill – Chorus Recruiter 
Steve Snow – Chorus Recruiter

Stephen Weatherford – Rehearsal Pianist

SYMPHONY

Titan Rodick – Music Librarian

PRODUCTION

Christine Gifford – Wardrobe Coordinator
Peter Henderson – Seating Coordinator

Paula Church – Stage Decorations
Andy Pope – Production Consultant

Emily Richin – Production Consultant
Lynn Watkins – Photographer 
Scott Watkinis – Photographer

Volunteer Team
COMMUNICATIONS

Lee Donahoo – Audio Specialist
Anne Christiansen – Email Campaigns

Sarah Loveless – Social Media
Maggie Reno – Web & Graphic Design

Jennifer Maner – Video Specialist

PRESIDENCY

Anne Christiansen – President
Kim Blackner – Executive Secretary

Julie Hughes – VP of  Symphony
Renée Smart – VP of  Chorus 

Maggie Reno – VP of  Communications
Elaine Tsang – Director of  Volunteerism

Karen Barkley – Treasurer 
Rachel Alldredge – Treasurer

Wendy Bird – Bookkeeper

BOARD

Neal Christiansen – Board Chair
Chris Hall – Vice Chair

Sharla Dance
Brenda Boyd

Karen Jarvis – Secretary
Bryon Madsen

Richard Manwaring
Steve Plowman

Gary Smart – Financial Officer
Steve Danielson – Music Director

Nathan Rødhal – Symphony Director
Charlotte Reese  – Associate Chorus Director

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S 
CHOIRS PRESIDENCY

Sharla Dance – Music Director
Amanda Beckstead – Executive Assistant 
Lindsay Price – Administrative Assistant
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SUPPORT THE ENSIGN EXPERIENCE

Ensign Symphony & Chorus relies on generous donations on to bridge the gap between value-priced tickets and 
the cost of  performing at a professional caliber in a world-class facility. Ensign Symphony & Chorus is a registered 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Ticket sales only cover a percentage of  the cost of  our concerts and guest artists. Donations are vital to our 
continued operation. Your contribution will help ensure that Ensign Symphony & Chorus can continue to bless and 
uplift audiences in the greater Puget Sound region through professional quality performances of  inspiring sacred 
and secular music. Join our Family of  Sponsors and help us continue the Ensign Experience.

FRIENDS OF ENSIGN
Friend $50

Contributing $100
Supporting $250
Sustaining $500

FOUNDER'S CIRCLE
Herald $1,000

Standard Bearer $2,500
Champion $5,000

CONDUCTOR'S CIRCLE
Bronze $10,000
Silver $15,000
Gold $25,000+

I WISH TO SUPPORT ENSIGN SYMPHONY & CHORUS!

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City _________________________ ST _______________ ZIP __________

Phone (______)______-_________

Email ________________________________________________________

    My employer with match my gift! Company:________________________ 

You can donate online at seattleensign.org/donate.
Or mail your contibution to: Seattle Ensign, PO Box 1307, Bellevue, WA 98009

I wish to contribute 

$________________________

    My check is enclosed.

    My gift is anonymous.
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“Come follow me,” the Savior said,
then let us in His footsteps tread,

For thus alone can we be one 
with God’s own loved, begotten Son.

“Come follow me,” a simple phrase, 
yet truth’s sublime, effulgent rays

Are in these simple words combined 
to urge, inspire the human mind.

Is it enough alone to know 
that we must follow Him below,

While trav’ling through this vale of tears?  
No, this extends to holier spheres.

Not only shall we emulate 
His course while in this earthly state,

But when we’re freed from present cares, 
if, with our Lord we would be heirs.
If, with our Lord we would be heirs.

Come follow me, follow me.

Jesus, once of humble birth,
now in glory comes to earth.

Once He suffered grief and pain;
now He comes on earth to reign.
Now He comes on earth to reign.

Once a meek and lowly Lamb,
now the Lord, the great I Am.

Once upon the cross He bowed;
now His chariot is the cloud.
Now His chariot is the cloud.

Once forsaken, left alone,
now exalted to a throne.

Once all things He meekly bore,
but He now will bear no more.
But He now will bear no more.

Now in glory He appears.
Once rejected by His own,

now their King He shall be known.
Now their King He shall be known.

Jesus, Jesus of humble birth.

All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

Alleluia! Alleluia 
O praise Him! 

Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,

Ye light of evening, find a voice!
Alleluia! Alleluia 

O praise Him! 
Alleluia! 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,

O sing ye! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,

That givest to man both warmth and light.
Alleluia! Alleluia 

O praise Him! 
Alleluia! 

Dear mother earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessings on our way,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,

Let them His glory also show.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O praise Him! 
Alleluia!
Alleluia!

COME FOLLOW ME
Lyrics by John Nicholson 

JESUS, ONCE OF 
HUMBLE BIRTH

Lyrics by Parley P. Pratt

ALL CREATURES OF OUR
GOD AND KING

Lyrics by St. Francis of Assissi
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Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott,
ein gute Wehr und Waffen.

Er hilft uns frei aus aller Not,
die uns jetzt hat betroffen.

Der alt böse Feind
mit Ernst er's jetzt meint,
groß Macht und viel List

sein grausam Rüstung ist,
auf Erd ist nicht seins gleichen. 

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing:

Our helper He, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work his woe;
His craft and power are great,
And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

EINE FEISTE BURG
Lyrics by Martin Luther King

Translated by Frederic Henry Hedge

Sing unto the Lord a new song.
Sing unto the Lord all the earth.

Declare His glory among the nations.
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!

Magnify the Lord with me and 
exhalt His name together.

Hallelujah, bless His name for 
He’s worthy to be praised.

Clap your hands all ye people, 
shout with a voice of triumph!

For the mighty Lord is great and 
greatly to be praised.

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!

Come on and praise the Lord.
Let’s all praise His name.

Come on and praise the Lord.
Let’s all praise His name.

Praise Him with the timbrel, praise Him with the dance.
Stand up on your feet and just lift up holy hands.

Sing “Hallelujah,” praise His holy name.
For the Lord is worthy to be praised!

Let’s praise the Lord.
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord!

You oughta, you oughta Praise Him!

LET EVERYTHING THAT
 HATH BREATH

Jeffery L. Ames
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O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
Serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before His presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord He is God.

It is He that hath made us and not we ourselves;
We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.
O go your way into His gates with thanksgiving

And into His courts with praise.

Be thankful unto Him and speak good of His name.
For the Lord is gracious,
His mercy is everlasting;

And His truth endureth from generation to generation.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end.  Amen.

JUBILATE DEO IN C.
Lyrics from Psalm 100 

in the Book of Common Prayer

Let nothing ever grieve thee, 
distress then, nor fret thee;

Heed God’s good will, 
my soul, be still, 
compose thee.

Why brood all day in sorrow?  
To sorrow?  Tomorrow.

Tomorrow will bring thee 
God’s help benign and grace sublime 

in mercy.

Be true in all endeavors 
and ever ply bravely; 

What God decrees brings joy and peace.  
He’ll stay thee.

Amen.

LET NOTHING EVER
GRIEVE THEE
Lyrics by Paul Flemming

English Translation by Walter E. Buszin
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Let us all press on in the work of the Lord 
That when life is o’er we may gain a reward.

In the fight for right let us wield a sword, 
The mighty sword of truth.

Fear not, though the enemy deride;
Courage, for the Lord is on our side.

We will heed not what the wicked may say,
But the Lord alone we will obey.

We will not retreat though our numbers may be few 
When compared to the opposite host in view;

But an unseen power will aid me and you
In the glorious cause of truth.

Fear not, though the enemy deride;
Courage, for the Lord is on our side.

We will heed not what the wicked may say, 
But the Lord alone we will obey.

If we do what’s right we have no need to fear,
For the Lord, our helper, will ever be near; 
In the days of trial His Saints He will cheer,

And prosper the cause of truth.

Fear not though the enemy deride;
Courage, for the Lord is on our side.  

We will heed not what the wicked may say, 
But the Lord alone we will obey. 

Our God we will obey!

LET US ALL PRESS ON
Text by Evan Stephens
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Our Generous Donors
JOIN US IN THANKING ALL

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE

BRONZE
Boeing

Microsoft

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE

CHAMPION
Enoch Sinclair

STANDARD BEARER
Neal & Anne Christiansen

Lee Donnahoo
Chris & Shelley Hall

Jeffrey Jones
Michael King

THE FOUNDERS’ HERALD
Shawn Kilpatrick

FRIENDS OF ENSIGN

SUSTAINING FRIEND
Darren Davis
Todd Gugler

Scott & Lynn Watkins
Eric & Stephanie Shipley

SUPPORTING FRIEND
Joseph Gee

Václav Novák
Trevor & Elaine Tsang

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND
Kirk Price

Darren Miller

DONATIONS IN KIND
Rob & Jacki Archibald
Scott & Lynn Watkins
Brenda & Lonnie Boyd
Brett & Lara Buchmiller

Rose Johnson

Your contributions make evenings like tonight possible. Thank you for your 
support! We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Below are ways you can help 
support Seattle Ensign:

Online: seattleensign.org/donate
PayPal: contributions@seattleensign.org
Amazon Smile: “Seattle Ensign”
Mail in checks to 
Seattle Ensign, 
PO Box, 1307 Bellevue, WA 98009
Ask your company about Employee Matching programs.
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